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KAMALA D. HARRIS 

Attorney General of California 

FRANK H. P ACOE 

Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

LESLIE E. BRAST 


-------------II~DepucyAttorneyGeneral~,----------------------~------------~---------1---~:· 

State Bar No. 203296 

455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000 

San Francisco, CA 94102-7004 

Telephone: (415) 703-5548 

Facsimile: (415) 703-5480 


. Attorneys for Complainant 

LYDIA ZANE, Senior Legal Analyst 

Telephone: (415) 703-5573 

Facsimile: (415) 703-5480 


BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

MARK CHRISTOPHER STRICKLAND 

2738 Roosevelt Blvd., #422. 

Clearwater, FL 33760 


Registered Nurse License No. 685984 


Respondent. 

Complainant alleges: 

Case No. 1--ot3 - &7"'1­

ACCUSATION 

PARTIES 

1. ·Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN (Complainant), brings this Accusation solely in her 

official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Registered Nursing (Board), 

Department of Consumer Affairs. 

2. On or about August 9, 2006, the Board .issued Registered Nurse License Number 

685984 to Mark Christopher Strickland (Respondent). The Registered Nurse License wa~ in full 

force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought herein and will expire on August 31, 

2014, unless renewed. 
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JURISDICTION 

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board under the authority of the following 

laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code (Code) unless otherwise 

indicated. 

4. Code section 2750 provides, inpertinent part, that the Board may discipline any 

licensee, including a licensee holding a temporary or an inactive license, for any reason provided 

in Article 3 (commencing with section 2750) of the Nursing Practice Act. 

5. Code section 2764 provides that the expiration of a license shall not deprive the 

Board ofjurisdiction to proceed with a disciplinary proceeding against the licensee or to render a 

decision imposing discipline on the license. Under section 2811 (b) of the Code, the Board may 

renew an expired license at any time within eight years after the expiration. 

STATUTORY PROVISIONS. 

6. Code section 2761 states in relevant part that the board may take disciplinary action 

against a certified or licensed nurse or deny an application for a certificate or license for any of 

the following: 

(a) Unprofessional conduct, which includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

(4) Denial of licensure, revocation, suspension, restriction, or any other disciplinary action 

against ahealth care professional license or certificate by another state or territory of the United 

States, by any other government agency, or by another California health care professional 

licensing board. A certified copy of the decision or judgment shall be conclusive evidence of that 

action. 

7. Code section 2762 states in relevant part that in addition to other .acts constituting 

unprofessional conduct within the meaning of this chapter, itis unprofessional conduct for a 

person licensed under this chapter to do any of the following: 

(a) Obtain or possess in violation oflaw, or prescribe, or except as directed by a licensed 

physician and surgeon, dentist, or podiatrist administer to himself or herself, or furnish or 
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administer to another, any controlled substance as defined in Division 10 (commencing with 

Section 11 000) of the health and Safety Code or any dangerous drug or dangerous device as 

defined in Section 4022. 
-------1 

COST RECOVERY 

8. Code section 125.3 provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may request the 

administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have committed a violation or violations of 

the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and 

enforcement of the case, with failure of the licentiate to comply subjecting the license to not being 

renewed or reinstated. If a case settles, recovery of investigation and enforcement costs may be 

included in a stipulated settlement. 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES AND DANGEROUS DRUGS 

9. Code section 4021 states·that a '"Controlled substance' means any substance listed in 

Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 11053) ofDivision 10 of the Health and Safety Code." 

10. Code section 4022 sets forth that a "'Dangerous drug' or 'dangerous device' means 

any drug or device unsafe for self-use in humans or animals, and includes the following: 

(a) Any drug that bears the legend: 'Caution: federal law prohibits dispensing without 

prescription,' 'Rx only' or words of similar import. 

(b) Any device that bears the statement: 'Caution: federal law restricts this device to sale 

by or on ~he order of a , ' 'Rx only,' or words of similar import ... 

(c) Any other drug or device that by federal or state law can be lawfully dispensed only on 

prescription or furnished pursuant to Section 4006." 

11. Hydromorphone, also refen-ed to as Dilaudid, is a Schedule II controlled substance 

pursuant Health and Safety Code section 11055, and a dangerous drug as defined in Code section 

4022. It is a semi-synthetic drug of the opioid class used for pain. 

12. Fentanyl is a Schedule II controlled substance pursuant Health and Safety Code 

section 11055 and a dangerous drug as defined in Code section 4022. It is a synthetic narcotic 

analgesic used in the management of chronic pain. 
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FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 
(Unprofessional Conduct - Out of State Discipline) 

(Bus. & Prof. Section 2761, subd. (a)(4)) 

13. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Code section 2761, subdivision 

(a)(4), in that on or about June 21, 2012, in an administrative action entitled Department of 

Health vs. Mark Christopher Strickland, Case No. 2011-15878, the State of Florida Board of 

Nursing (Florida Board) disciplined Respondent's Florida nursing license by way of a settlement 

agreement suspending the license until Respondent enterd the Intervention Project for Nurses 

(IPN), and fully complied with any and all conditions imposed by IPN. The circumstances 

underlying this discipline follow. 

14. On or about Sept,ember 2, 2011, while employed as a registered nurse and operations 

manager for outpatient radiology at American Access Care of Orlando (AAC) in Orlando, 

Florida, Respondent called 911 to report that he had been assaulted, struck in the head with a pry 

bar, and stabbed multiple times while on duty at AAC. Respondent was hospitalized for his 

injuries and a police investigation ensued. Detectives discovered that all of the narcotics in the 

AAC's narcotic box were missing. In fact, Respondent's injuries were self-inflicted and he had 

stolen the contents of the narcotics box himself. Respondent' admitted that he staged the assault 

and theft in an attempt to cover up the fact that he had filled a 60 ml syringe with Dilaudid and 

Fentanyl from the narcotics box for self-administration. 

SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Unprofessional Conduct) 


(Bus. & Prof. Section 2762, subd. (a)) 


15. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Code section 2762, subdivision (a), 

in that Respondent unlawfully obtained or possessed or administered to himself controlled 

substances as defined in Division 10 (commencing with Section 11 000) of the Health and Safety 

Code or any dangerous drug as defined in Section 4022, as described in paragraph 14, above. 

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

and that following the hearing, the Board of Registered Nursing issue a decision: 
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1. Revoking or suspending Registered Nurse License Number 685984, issued to Mark 

Christopher Strickland; 

2. Ordering Mark Christopher Strickland to pay the Board ofRegistered Nursing .the 

reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and 

Professions .Code section 125.3; 

3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

DATED: Art(.#£.- 8 I 2ol~ 
[. !LOUISE R. BAILEY, M.ED., RN 

-jrYExecutive Officer 
Board of Registered Nursing 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
Complainant 

SF2012403550 
4066593l.doc 
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